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Abstract

In the context of cross-strait relations, Macau is often overlooked,
and the related writings are relatively scarce. This article attempts to
explore the impact and reflection of Macau’s cultural coexistence and
divided governance under China and Portugal through an analysis of
colonial-era sculptures and monuments.

Place is constructed by society, encapsulating human history and
memory while defining culture and identity. It is a political outcome
of social struggles. The article seeks to piece together multifaceted
memories through the writings on these monuments. The “1-2-3
Incident” in Macau during the 1960s saw the statue of Vicente Nicolau
de Mesquita (1818-1880), erected in the Praca do Senado, toppled by
demonstrators as part of the anti-colonial movement. The fall of this
colonial-era national hero symbolically destroyed not only the figure
itself but also the power and imperial memory associated with it.
another statue mentioned in the article is that of Governor J.M. Ferreira
do Amaral (1803-1849), which was transported from Lisbon to Macau
in the 1940s and unveiled with great fanfare, only to eventually return
to Portugal in solitude. The Portuguese narrative presents him as a
national hero, while the Chinese perspective views him as a symbol
of colonial aggression, representing a shameful memory that needs to
be forgotten. Macau is one of the earliest colonies in Asia, and from
colonial governance and the Cold War to the transfer of sovereignty

to China in 1999, it marked the end of European colonialism in
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Asia. This article attempts to trace the formation of Macau’s cultural
identity through the interpretation of historical documents and field
investigations, documenting its multifaceted historical memories. It
reflects on local cultural characteristics and identity, drawing insights

from these experiences.

Keywords: Macau, Colonial Sculptures, Portugal, Local Memory
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