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Abstract

This article focuses on the artistic practice of Lin Cheng-Jen with
the relics of the Yilan Shinto Shrine, exploring how he reconstructs
and reflects on the collective memory of the colonial landscape through
installation art. The paper first reviews the history of the Yilan Shrine
and its symbolic status within Taiwan’s colonial landscape, and analyzes
how related relics have circulated and transformed within community
memories under different regimes after the war. It then delves into
Lin’s methods of employing fragmentation, dislocation, and scattering,
combining original shrine artifacts, replicas, and literary texts to create
a heterogeneous space that fuses visibility and concealment, the seen
and the unseen. Drawing on the theories of Svetlana Boym, Homi K.
Bhabha, and others, the paper further argues that Lin’s approach to
handling shrine relics stimulates the re-presentation of historical rupture,
the reconstruction of identity. Ultimately, the article points out that Lin
Cheng-Jen’s practice not only deconstructs colonial symbols, but also
demonstrates the critical power of art in reshaping memory and fostering
social reflection, offering a new paradigm for contemporary Taiwan in

responding to its colonial history.

Keywords: Yilan Shinto Shrine, Yuanshan Park, Lin Cheng-Jen,

colonial landscape, memory reconstruction
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