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Myth of Morality Written by Life
— An Exploratory Research of Dedicators'
Statues in Postwar Taiwan
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Abstract

Talwanese ought to be familiar with memoria statues, for the reason that
there had been alot of them sculptured and founded during the period of martial
law. Furthermore, a lot of memoria statues ill remains until now. Those
memoria statues were mostly dedicated to important political figures; thus, in
accordance with the common associations and comprehension, people oftentimes
simply draw equal signs between those statues and politics.

However, the established memorial statues were not that simple nor did
possess equivalent qualities of integrities. In fact, political figures of that era
were not the only choice of subject matter in the field of memorial statues.
During this period in the memorial statues history, a new series of innovative
and unique artworks took “dedicator” -who had sacrificed themselves to help
and rescue others-as subject matter had emerged. These virtuous men were
originaly merely laymen who were remotely connected to governmental local
authorities or even hardly possessed direct association with grand narrative
schemes who always emphasized on the history of nationhood. Nevertheless,
these brave virtuous men were willing to sacrifice themselves to help and save
others. Thus, the nation built memorial statues to show their appreciations,
honors and commemorations towards these heroic virtuous men. Such
phenomenon was rarely to be seen in the development of memorialization
history and quite different from the conservative perspective-which used to
regard memorial statues as common practice to show deepest and greatest
admiration towards leaders from the authoritarian period.

Hence, this study applies art history’s vantage point to probe into essence
of aesthetics and forms that can be derived from this series of these unique
statues; furthermore aong with the historical viewpoint, this research is also
delving into influences and inspiration of these memorial statues towards entire
society during the whole period, and eventually making an attempt to make an
approach to historical interpretation. This type of unique artworks is also
expected to provide possibilities open to another path of new studies in the
future, as well as reflections of plausible problems induced by reductionism
and general discussion discourses proposed by the preceding theorists.
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