ALNZENBIRPa e
— HASAVIRE2E 90
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Abstract

The methods of expression for Hiroto Kitagawa' s figure sculpture
are currently highly diverse, but the recurring features of his works are
nonetheless very numerous. In particular, Hiroto Kitagawa' s terracotta
figures have been getting a lot of attention lately. The sculptures have
bony bodies like Western models, and the characters are young with very
unique costumes. The figures also have the faces of an idealized Asian
young person with a cold look and straight posture, giving them a very
distinctive look. Although at first glance his works appear in the Manga
style, they are really the result of a long development. The works have a
spirit of an era, a folk quality, and an individuality which combines both
the western and the Asian.

Hiroto Kitagawa studied creative sculpture at the Kanazawa College
of Arts, and then engaged in further studies in Italy where he learned the
traditional terracotta ceramic method. He also actively investigated the
features a sculptured figure should have, according to his own ideals. His
past works show he has ceaselessly sought new inspiration and vitality
for sculptured figures. For example, it has been said, “For searching
and showing the truth of human beings, Hiroto Kitagawa uses the soil to
express their spirit and shape.” This paper introducing his background
and early studies, as well as his Italy period and terracotta work. The
paper goes on to discuss the development of his art work, special features
of his works, and provides a thorough overview of Kitagawa' s creative

endeavors.
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