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Abstract

When Conceptual art was not as flourish as how it is today,
Giuseppe Penone (1947-) was a prophet already who had liberated
sculpture from nature with enlightenment. Instead of following
prevailing minimalism or metaphysical art during that period,
Giuseppe Penone sought for inspiration through his personal life
experiences and poetic sensibility within literature. He not only
applied tautology and creative criticism to excavate truth from
substance of nature, but also reversed stuffy definition of existence
and nothingness. Giuseppe Penone brought enlightenment thinking
of contemporary art up.

In this paper, I try to analyze the Italian artist Giuseppe Penone
who was the youngest member of Arte Povera. As sculpture had
always been his core rhythm, I first introduce his multi-oriented
sculpture following his sequence of the concept, and then analyze
how he became a pioneer of concept art through creating a new
possibility from the tradition and the reality in a world of art
dominated by flouring minimalism. Secondly, I attempt to study
Giuseppe Penone’s achievement through connecting it with Daoist
aesthetics and Chinese bonsai art. Until now western scholars still
couldn’t discuss about his art through in-depth perspective of eastern
world. We however can find the concept of Daoist aesthetics within
his work. Therefore, I try to find the relationship between Daoist

aesthetics and his perspective of art. At the end, we could more



34 RSN SBF—H (2015.03)

clearly and deeply understand his outstanding mind by comparing
with eastern culture, and find what evokes Concept-Art, Body-Art,
and Process-Art. It is possible to inspire eastern artists to furthermore
examine their own traditional philosophy in reverse and create

possibility of new amazing art.

Keywords: Giuseppe Penone, arte povera, animism, Chinese bonsai

art, Daoist aesthetics



