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Abstract

Jun T. LAI (1953-) was born in Taipei and is one of the
representative artists in Taiwan since the 1980s. She has been active in
the Taiwanese art scene since 1985 by “Being and Transformation”
series. For more than forty years, her works include paintings,
sculptures, installations and other different forms. She does not
develop from the training of traditional sculpture, but the conceptual
expression from painting to space installation.

This article investigates the concept about “space” of LAI's works.
Since 1980's, LAI had mentioned the relationship between humans and
space in her works. However, though the interpretation of space at that
time had already possessed spiritual philosophical thinking but was
limited in the white box. In 1986, LAI established SOCA and present
the first exhibition by “Neither Top Nor Bottom”. This work can be
regarded as the beginning of her art towards the daily space. On the
other hand, SOCA, as the forerunner of Taiwans ‘“alternative space’,
claimed free and uncensored expression, it also promoted art to the
public. SOCA reflected the spatial politics of Taiwanese art scene in
the 1980s.

From 1998, LAI has devoted herself to public art. “Youth
Melody” was sited at Nanshijiao Station on the Taipei Zhonghe Line
MRT. In her public art works, the “relationship between people and
space”has been further embodied. The space connotation in LAI'S
works has gradually moved towards to the society and more public

tendency. This interpretation and expression of space and color has
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achieving her understanding and practice of the relationship between

“human, nature and the universe” and closer to daily life.

Keywords: Jun T. LAIL Being and Transformation, SOCA, Public
Art, Spatial Politics
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